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DETAILED ACTION 

The communication received April 5, 2006 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 
1-5 and 7-16 are currently pending. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 1 of the response filed April 5, 2006 with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-2, 5, 10-11, 13 and 16 U.S. C. under 102(a) and 
claims 3-4, 7-9, 12, and 14-15 under U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Rive (US Patent Number 
6,281,894) in further view of Nguyen (US Patent Number 6,556,894), still in further view 
of Zur et al. (US Patent Number 6,178,225). 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-5, 7-9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Rive (US Patent Number 6,281,894) in view of Nguyen (Patent 

Number 6,556,894), in further view of Zur et al. (US Patent Number 6,178,225). 
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As for claims 1 and 16, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a 
treating apparatus, comprising: 

installing the treating apparatus to a user (col. 11, lines 55-63); 

using the treating apparatus upon request from the user and permission of the 
seller side through the Internet (col. 16, lines 18-34; col. 18, lines 33-46); 

measuring a using time of the treating apparatus by the user through the 
Internet (col. 15, lines 23-32; col. 18, lines 33-46); and 

charging a fee of the treating apparatus based on the using time of the treating 
apparatus, said fee of the treating apparatus including a part, based on the using time, 
of an entire cost of the treating apparatus (col. 18, lines 33-46). 

Rive does not disclose connecting the treating apparatus to a server on a seller 
through an Internet. Nguyen discloses that the host computer 2 is connected to the 
measuring apparatus 1 via a data transmission cable 3 having, for example, the RS- 
232C cable configuration. More specifically, a CPU 21 of the host computer 2 shown in 
FIG. 2 is connected to the CPU 15 of the measuring apparatus 1 via an I/O circuit 22 in 
the host computer 2, the transmission cable 3, and the I/O circuit 18 in the measuring 
apparatus 1 (col. 4, lines 53-65). Zur et al. disclose that suitable digital X-ray systems 
for digital X-ray imaging system 12 are conventional X-ray systems retrofitted with a 
digital X-ray detector or integrated systems including a digital X-ray detector, preferably 
modified to accommodate a metering system and internet connectivity (col. 3, lines 47- 
51); and providers of digital X-ray system 12 may supply digital systems at prices which 
are reduced or competitive with conventional X-ray systems, or alternately, systems 
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may be placed at customer facilities as part of a leasing arrangement. The provider, via 
the service center 16, receives a revenue stream from imaging procedures performed 
using the equipment. The user, benefits from "per image" expenses for digital X-ray 
imaging that are lower than the per image expenses associated with conventional X-ray 
imaging and film processing, handling etc (col. 4, lines 4-18). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the invention Rive to include the feature of Nguyen and Zur et al. in order to 
permit the seller to connect a treating apparatus to a buyer through the Internet. 

As for claim 2, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim further comprising downloading a program to be used for 
the apparatus from the server through the Internet (col. 12, lines 40-42). 

As for claim 3, Rive discloses a method conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising diagnosing a fault the treating 
apparatus through the Internet (col. 6, lines 18-34). 

As for claim 4, Rive discloses a method conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising charging a fee for diagnosing the 
fault of the treating apparatus through the Internet (col. 15, lines 35-46). 

As for claim 5, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said treating apparatus at least one a 
measuring apparatus and an analyzing apparatus, and the fee is one of a whole cost 
and a part thereof (col. 15, lines 23-32; col. 18, lines 33-46). 
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As for claim 7, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said fee is also calculated based on a using 
condition including one of a program to be used, downloading a program of the treating 
apparatus, and diagnosing a fault of the treating apparatus in case of a fault condition 
(col. 15, lines 23-32; col. 18, lines 33-46). 

As for claim 8, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim further comprising connecting the seller side to the server 
through the Internet to prove the fee of the treating apparatus at the user to the seller 
side (col. 15, lines 23-32; col. 18, lines 33-46). 

As for claim 9, Rive discloses a method of conducting a business with a treating 
apparatus according to claim wherein said seller side provides an update program and 
a new program for the treating apparatus to the server to allow the user to access to 
information of the update and new programs {col. 17, lines 13-34). 

2. Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rive in view of Nguyen (US Patent Number 6,556,894) in further view of Zur et al. (US 
Patent Number 6,178,225), still in further view of Davis et al. (Patent Number 
6,381,343). 

As for claims 10 and 1 1 , Rive discloses a system of conducting a business with 
a treating apparatus, comprising: 
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a terminal connected to the treating apparatus on a user's side, said terminal 
connecting the treating apparatus to an Internet (col. 20, lines 9-22; col. 18, lines 30- 
49); and 

accounting means installed at a server on a seller's side and connected to the 
Internet, said accounting means being actuated whenever the treating apparatus is 
used, calculating a fee according to a using condition of the treating apparatus through 
the Internet and charging the fee to the user, said fee including a part, based on the 
using time, of an entire cost of the treating apparatus. 

Rive does not disclose an accounting means installed at a seller's side. Davis et 
al. discloses that the system can track other characteristics of the session for such 
purposes as accounting. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the method 
of Rive to include the accounting feature of Davis et al. to maintain a better tracking of 
usage fees. 

As for claim 12, Rive discloses a system of conducting a business with a 
treating apparatus according to claim 10, further comprising means for storing 
information used by the treating apparatus at the server, 
said storing means including a program to be used for the apparatus and a fault- 
diagnosing program (col. 15, lines 35-46; col. 11, lines 55-63). 

As for claims 13-15, Rive discloses a system of conducting a business with a 
treating apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said treating apparatus at least one of 
a measuring apparatus and an analyzing apparatus, and the fee is one of a whole cost 
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and a part thereof; and wherein said fee is also calculated based on a using condition 
including one of a program to be used, downloading a program of the treating 
apparatus, and diagnosing a fault of the treating apparatus in case of a fault condition 
(col. 17, lines13-34; col. 15, lines 23-32; col. 1, lines 14-20). 

Conclusion 

3. The examiner has cited prior art of interest, for example: 

1 ) Chirnomas (US Patent Number 6,917,853), which discloses a method and 
apparatus for controlling rented or leased loaned equipment. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




